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Looking to the Future

Background

Many public comments received by WYDOT asked about patching and other short-
term solutions on 4th Street, rather than the proposed full reconstruction. WYDOT is
responsible for evaluating its facilities, not only in the short-term, but also the next 20 or
30 years of highway maintenance and impacts to drivers. Once a highway section
reaches a certain level of deterioration, typically it is more cost-effective to reconstruct
rather than repair. 4™ Street is at that level of deterioration today.

Additional Information

If you would like additional information regarding this study, please contact:

Jim Barnes
Resident Engineer
Wyoming Department of Transportation
Douglas, Wyoming
(307) 358-5515

Or visit the website: www.douglasea.com

The Wyoming Department of Transportation (WYDOT) is conducting an
Environmental Assessment (EA) to study the potential environmental impacts
associated with multiple improvements that are proposed along US Highways (US)
20/26/87 and 1-25 Business. These routes are better known in Douglas as Center
Street, 4" Street and Richards Street. The title of this study is the Douglas Streets
EA.

This study was introduced to the citizens of Douglas at the public meeting held in
September 2005. The goal of this public meeting was to inform the public of the
proposed projects and to receive input from citizens. This public involvement process
is a significant part of the EA process.

Up-to-date information on this study is available throughout the EA study period on
the website at www.douglasea.com. Comments regarding the Douglas Streets EA
can still be submitted via the website. Your input is always welcome!

Center Street Improvements

WYDOT is proposing multiple improvements along Center Street, including:

*Replacement of the deteriorated pavement with a new surface

*Removal of the existing center median and adding mid-block pedestrian islands,
similar to the recommendations of the Downtown Douglas Development Plan

*Reconstruction of the roadway to a narrower width to accommodate 4 lanes of
traffic, left-turn lanes, parking and wider sidewalks

«Removal of the traffic signals at 2" Street and 3 Street and installation of a new
traffic signal at Brownfield Road
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Traffic Signals and the Center Street Islands The 4™ Street Trees

The signals on Center Street at 2nd and 3rd Streets are not warranted. This is due to low traffic Safety is a major responsibility for WYDOT.
volumes on the side streets and along Center Street. In fact, the signals at these two intersections
cause unnecessary delays for drivers on Center Street when forced to wait at a red light even if
there is little or no side street traffic. A signal at the intersection of Brownfield Road and Center
Street is currently being evaluated to understand how it would better serve the needs of drivers on
both streets. Incorporating these changes would help to maintain or even improve traffic flow along
Center Street.

environmental assessment

While the trees on 4th Street are a desirable

part of the community, they are also located within the highway right-of-way and therefore pose a
significant crash hazard. If WYDOT does not remove the trees during this project, the agency could
be held liable should a crash and/or injuries involving a tree occur.

Many trees on 4th Street are approaching the end of their productive life, similar to the many older
and unhealthy trees recently removed from the state fairgrounds in Douglas. As these trees
deteriorate, they also become a hazard to homeowners and pedestrians. Studies conducted by
independent arborists show that only 20% of the existing trees are in good condition and more than
1/3 are expected to live ten years or less. These studies confirmed an earlier assessment performed
by the State Forester’s office at the request of the City.

Removing the existing center median and incorporating pedestrian islands, similar to the
recommendations of the Downtown Douglas Development Plan, would improve pedestrian safety
and encourage more foot traffic in the downtown area. Additional benefits would be seen in the
areas of maintenance, drainage, crash hazards and luminaires.

- WYDOT is proposing to replace the trees on 4th Street with new, smaller trees that can be planted
EaSt RIChardS Street |mpr0vement8 outside of the highway right-of-way in residents’ yards. While existing trees create a canopy enjoyed
WYDOT is proposing multiple improvements on East Richards Street, including: by many resident§, that canopy would shade new plantings and prevent their growth. The new trees
«Replacement of the existing deteriorated surface with a new surface could be plantgd ina plhased, bIock-.by-bIock approagh along 4" Strget over several years prior to
«Reconstruction/widening of the roadway to accommodate 4 lanes of traffic with a the reconstruction. This would provide a healthy environment that will support the next generation of
continuous left-turn lane and shoulders trees in this area. WYDOT is working on these issues with a citizen’s advisory group chosen by the
+Adding sidewalks and curb & gutter on both sides of the street City of Douglas. Below is a current view and also an artist's rendering showing new trees along one

block of 4" Street. This represents what the proposed phased replacement could look like.
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Existing 4 ™ Street Proposed Phased Tree Replacement
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4th Street Improvements
At the initial public meeting held in September of 2005, WYDOT had proposed reconstructing 4™ The 4th Street for Brownfleld Road “Swap”

Street to accommodate 4 lanes of traffic with a continuous left-turn lane. In addition, on-street
parking would be removed. Based on public feedback, WYDOT is proposing an alternative that
includes:

*Replacement of the existing deteriorated pavement with a new surface

*Street reconstruction that accommodates 2 lanes of traffic with a continuous left-turn lane

During WYDOT's initial planning meetings with Douglas City officials, the feasibility of "swapping” 4th
Street for Brownfield Road was considered. While WYDOT would have been agreeable to such a
trade, the City declined, wishing to maintain traffic through the downtown business district. WYDOT's
responsibilities on 4th Street include maintaining traffic signals, pavement, sidewalks and curbs, and

) : replacing the inadequate storm sewer. The City lacks the resources to take on the reconstruction and
*New, wider sidewalks _ maintenance of this highway section; therefore, abandoning this highway section to the City is not an
*Retention of the on-street parking

ogﬂon.
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